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Unprecedented Low Mortality Forecast 
for 1947 


ARRING unforeseen develop- 
| B ments in the second half of 
| the year, it now appears that 
| 1947 will set a new low record for 
| mortality among the Industrial 
policyholders of the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company, who con- 
stitute a large and representative 
_ cross-section of the urban popula- 
tions of the United States and 

Canada. The death rate for the first 

six months of the current year, 7.6 

| per 1,000 policyholders, is 3.8 per- 
| cent below that for the like period of 
| last year, and is identical with the 
| previous low registered in the first 
half of 1942 (exclusive of deaths from 

enemy action). When allowance is 

made for the increase in the average 

age of these insured in the past five 

years, the death rate so far in 1947 
actually establishes a new minimum. 

An improvement in mortality is 

| evident at virtually every age period, 
whether the figures for this year are 
compared with those for 1946 or 
1945. The declines are particularly 
marked among men at the military 
ages, who in years immediately 
prior to 1947 were adversely af- 
fected by the relatively high mor- 
tality of men in service, even after 








deaths from enemy action are ex- 
cluded from the reckoning. As may 
be seen from the table on page 2, the 
general reduction in mortality 
among the Industrial policyholders 
has brought the death rate down to 
well under one per 1,000 at ages 5 to 
14 among white males and at 5 to 24 
years among white females; among 
girls 10 to 14 years of age, the rate 
is down to the remarkably low level 
of 0.4 per 1,000. 

One of the factors contributing to 
the favorable record so far this year 
is the low mortality from influenza 
and pneumonia. This has been 
achieved despite an unseasonable 
rise in the death rate from these 
diseases in the spring. Fortunately, 
this outbreak was rather short-lived. 
By June, the death rate from influ- 
enza and pneumonia was at a new 
low, and the figure for the six months 
as a whole was 13 percent below the 
previous minimum for this period of 
the year established in 1945. 

Tuberculosis, too, is making an 
excellent showing in 1947. Each 
month, except May, registered an 
appreciably lower death rate from 
the disease than did the correspond- 
ing month of 1946. The rate for the 
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DeEaTH RaTEs PER 100,000 From Att Causes, Exciupinc War Deratus (ENEMY 


ACTION). WHITE PERSONS, BY SEX AND AGE PERIODS. 


METROPOLITAN LIFE 


INSURANCE COMPANY, WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS. 
First Six Months or 1947, 1946, anp 1945 CoMPARED 











DEATH RATES PER 100,000 


e 


PERCENT CHANGE 1947 SINCE 
YEAR INDICATED 





White Males 


White Females 


White Males | White Females 





1946 1947 


1946 1945 1946 1945 1946 1945 





Ages 0 to 74 769.5 630.6 


651.5 | 641.9 |— 2.8 





Under 5 

5 to 9 
10 to 14 
15 to 19 
20 to 24 
25 to 34 
35 to 44 
45 to 54 
55 to 64 
65 to 74 


367.9 
77.5 
67.4 

143.5 

247.4 

239.3 

561.1 

1,331.0 
2,887.1 
6,230.1 


285.3 
49.7 
41.5 
66.4 
99.1 
151.8 
309.4 
695.5 
1,634.0 
4,268 .2 

















326.7 
57.2 
45.4 
68.5 

119.2 

168.5 

322.5 

741.6 

1,700.5 
4,565.3 


356.2 
59.4 
47.7 
68.4 
101.7 
177.6 
311.4 
753.1 
1,735.2 
4,517.0 


+ 3.0 
— 5.5 
—11.6 
—21.1 
—38.7 
—18.6 
—12.3 
— 4.7 
— 3 
— 3.6 
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January-June period, 35.5 per 100,- 
000, is 8 percent below the previous 
minimum recorded two years ago, 
about 20 percent lower than the rate 
five years ago, and 35 percent under 
the rate ten years ago. 

New minimum death rates have 
also been established so far in 1947 
for syphilis, appendicitis, and the 
principal communicable diseases of 
childhood as a group. The decline 
in mortality from syphilis has 
amounted to almost 30 percent in 
the past decade. In the same period 
the reduction in mortality from 
appendicitis has been more than 70 
percent. It is almost incredible, 
but true, that the death rates from 
measles, scarlet fever, whooping 
cough, and diphtheria, together add 
up to less than 1.5 per 100,000 
policyholders. Equally remarkable 
is the fact that in four out of the 


six months under review, there has 
not been a single death from scarlet 
fever in this insurance experience 
which includes several million 
children. 

The death rate from the diseases 
of the puerperal state for the first 
half of the year is 3.2 per 100,000 
as compared with 3.1 for the like 
months of last year. This negligible 
rise must be construed in the light of 
the fact that the birth rate in the 
same period has increased by about 
40 percent. There is no question, as 
shown by these figures, but that the 
hazards of pregnancy and childbirth 
among these policyholders are lower 
now than at any time in the past. 

The diseases characteristic of later 
life likewise have a favorable record 
this year. The mortality from the 
cardiovascular-renal diseases, which 
contribute heavily to the total mor- 
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tality, has declined 1.2 percent as 
compared with last year. At the 
same time, diabetes shows a drop of 
6 percent. Cancer alone registers an 
increased mortality on the basis of 
rates not adjusted for the aging of 
the insured group. 

The three main categories into 
which deaths from external causes 
are classified, all show lower rates 
this year than last. For suicides the 
decline is 7 percent, for homicides 12 
percent, and for accidents 13 per- 
cent. Contributing to the reduction 
in the mortality from accidents is the 
decline of 7 percent in the fatalities 
from motor vehicle accidents. An- 
other factor has been the decline in 
the number of deaths from accidents 
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among men in military service. It is 
pertinent to observe that the general 
death rate from accidents has de- 
creased despite an increase in the 
number of lives lost in catastrophes, 
that is, in accidents which take five 
or more lives. Thus, according to 
records compiled from various 
sources, there were about 1,340 
deaths from catastrophes in the 
general population of the United 
States during the first six months of 
the current year, or about 214 times 
the number in the like period of 
1946. There were, in fact, about one 
third more deaths from catastrophes 
in the January-June period of 1947 
than in the entire year of 1946. 


Births Set a New High Record in 1947 


HERE is every indication that 

the number of births in our 
country in 1947 will exceed the 
3,440,000 mark set last year, and 
will thus establish a new all-time 
high record. This conclusion is 
amply supported by the figures now 
available for the first five months of 
the year, and by the outlook for the 
remainder of the year. 

Up through May of the current 
year there were, according to pro- 
visional figures, about 1,572,000 
births in the United States as against 
approximately 1,116,000 in the cor- 
responding period of 1946. This is 
an increase of about 456,000 babies, 
or of more than 40 percent. Un- 
questionably this large difference 
will be whittled down as the year 
progresses, because it is very im- 


probable that the excess will con- 
tinue at the same level for the last 
seven months of the year. In fact, it 
seems more likely that the number 
of births for the June to December 
period of 1947 will be under that for 
the like period of last year. 

The extraordinary record for 1946 
was due very largely to the unusu- 
ally high birth rates in the second 
half of the year. Even in May last 
year, instead of the usual seasonal 
decline in the birth rate, the rate 
increased sharply and continued up- 
ward at an accelerated pace during 
the summer months. Again, in place 
of the normal drop in the birth rate 
in the fall of the year, the curve for 
1946 continued to climb without 
interruption until the very end of 
the year, reflecting the effect of the 
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rapid demobilization of our armed 
forces after the close of the war in 
the summer of 1945. 

It is not to be expected, on the 
other hand, that the excess of more 
than 40 percent for the first five 
months of 1947 as compared with 
1946, will be wiped out by the time 
the year closes. Even if the number 
of births in the last seven months of 
the year remains at the level of that 
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for May, the record for 1947 would 
materially exceed that for 1946. 
Actually, there is good reason to 
believe that the May level will be 
bettered, inasmuch as there is invar- 
iably a seasonal rise in the birth 
rate in the summer months. The 
seasonal rise this summer should be 
more accentuated than usual be- 
cause of the sharp increase in mar- 
riages last summer. 


MONTHLY VARIATION IN MARRIAGES AND BIRTHS 1940-1947 
(Daily Average Number in Each Month as Percent of Daily Average for 1941) 
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It may well be that 1947 will hold 
the record for numbers of births for 
some time to come. In any case, the 
marked drop in the marriage rate 
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for the first five months of the cur- 
rent year as compared with last, 
foreshadows a drop in the birth rate 
in 1948. 


Longevity of Industrial Population 
Passes 65-Year Mark 


HE expectation of life at birth 
heaton. American wage-earners 
and their families established a new 
historic record last year when it 
passed the 65-year mark. The actual 
figure of 65.57 years is based upon 
the mortality experience among the 
many millions of Industrial policy- 
holders of the Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company. 

The figure for 1946 was about two 
thirds of a year greater than that for 
1945, and represents a gain of more 
than two years since 1941, our last 
prewar year. It will be observed 
from Table 1 that the average 
length of life (expectation of life at 
birth) in our Industrial population 
has increased by five years in the 
decade since 1936, and by more than 
ten years in the two decades since 
1926. The improvement in mortal- 
ity conditions in the past 35 years 
has added practically 19 years to the 
average length of life of this import- 
ant segment of our population. This 
is a considerably greater benefit than 
has accrued to the population as a 
whole. In 1911-1912 the average 
length of life in the Industrial popu- 
lation was almost 614 years less than 
that in the general population; this 
margin has steadily been reduced, 
untilcurrently the difference between 
the two groups is less than one year. 


The gain in longevity between 
1945 and 1946 was concentrated 
almost entirely among males. In 
this insurance experience, the expec- 
tation of life for both white and 
colored males at age 5 (the youngest 
age for which data are available) 
increased slightly more than one 
year from the figure in 1945. Among 
females at age 5, the gain from 1945 
to 1946 was less than one fifth of a 
year. The substantially greater gain 
among males is very largely the 
result of the reduction in the number 
of deaths from accidents in the 
armed forces, following demobiliza- 
tion. Even so, the figure for acci- 
dents was still fairly high in 1946, as 
is noted later in the text. 

Last year the expectation of life at 
age 5 was 61.60 for white males, 
66.62 for white females, 58.20 for 
colored males, and 60.28 for colored 
females. In other words, the advan- 
tage of the white policyholders over 
the colored amounted to almost 34% 
years among males and to 6)4 years 
among females. The advantage of 
females over males amounted to 5 
years among the white and to 2 
years among the colored. 

Another way to express the color 
and sex differences which exist, is to 
give the ages at which one half cen- 
tury of life still remains, on the 
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TABLE 1—ExpecraTION OF LIFE aT BIRTH. WEEKLY PREMIUM-PayING BUSINESS. 
INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT, 1879-1889 To 1946. METROPOLITAN 
LiFE INSURANCE COMPANY 








CALENDAR EXPECTATION CALENDAR EXPECTATION CALENDAR EXPECTATION 
YEAR IN YEARS YEAR IN YEARS YEAR 





1946* 65.57 1936 60. 1926 
1945* 64.95 1935 ‘ 1925 
1944* .40 1934 , 1924 
1943* . 86 1933 . 1923 
1942* , 1932 ‘ 1922 
1941 . 1931 ; 1921 
1940 ‘ 1930 a 1919-1920 
1939 : 1929 ; 1911-1912 
pre : 1928 ‘ 1879-1889 
1 : 1927 


























Gain, 1946 since 1911-1912, 18.94 years; since 1879-1889, 31.57 years. 








. *The figures for the years 1942 to 1946 exclude military and civilian deaths from enemy action; they 
include all other deaths and in addition make an allowance for deaths that would normally have occurred 
among those killed in action. 


TABLE 2—ExPpEcraTION OF LIFE AND MorTALity RATE* PER 1,000 aT SPECIFIED AGE, 
BY COLOR AND SEX. WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS. INDUSTRIAL 
DEPARTMENT, 1946. METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 








EXPECTATION OF LIFE Morta.ity Rate PER 1,000 





COLORED COLORED 
TOTAL TOTAL 
PERSONS PERSONS 
Males | Females} Males | Females Males | Females Females 











63.81 | 61.60 | 66.62 | 58.20 | 60.28 , 1.12 
59.07 | 56.88 | 61.82 | 53.49 | 55.57 : .67 
54.25 | 52.08 | 56.95 | 48.80 | 50.84 ‘ 1.00 
49.52 | 47.43 | 52.14 | 44.37 | 46.39 : 2.06 
44.97 | 42.97 | 47.42 | 40.24 | 42.14 : 2.50 , ; 
40.42 | 38.47 | 42.73 | 36.01 | 37.88 : 2.18 . 3.87 
35.90 | 33.94 | 38.09 | 31.78 | 33.64 : 3.27 ) . 5.16 
31.50 | 29.54 | 33.52 | 27.78 | 29.58 5.05 ‘ : 7.21 
27.29 | 25.39 | 29.10 | 24.00 | 25.72 . 8.07 d 9.87 
23.28 | 21.52 | 24.84 | 20.45 | 22.04 |} 9.63 | 12.36 : : 13.06 
19.48 | 17.96 | 20.77 | 17.11 | 18.56 || 14.06 | 18.28 : 18.24 
15.95 | 14.72 | 16.95 | 14.14 | 15.36 |} 21.01 | 27.13 26.17 
12.74 | 11.84 | 13.45 | 11.52 | 12.49 || 31.44 | 38.95 . 37.59 
9.87] 9.25 | 10.37] 9.31 | 10.02 |} 48.08 | 55.67 55.93 
7.42 | 7.00 | 7.79 | 7.45 | 8.00 || 75.70 | 86.24 : 78.39 









































*Exclusive of deaths from enemy action, but with an allowance for deaths that would normally have 
occurred among those killed by enemy action. 
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average. For white females this is at 
age 22, for white males age 17, for 
colored females age 16, and for col- 
ored males age 14. 

The right hand panel of Table 2 
on page 6 presents, for every fifth 
age, the mortality rates for 1946 
used in computing the expectation 
of life. The more detailed table 
from which these data were ab- 
stracted shows some remarkably low 
mortality rates, particularly among 
white females. Thus, the latter ex- 
perienced rates under 0.5 per 1,000 
at ages 8 to 13, and under 1 per 
1,000 for the range of ages from 5 to 
20 years. Rates of less than 1 per 
1,000 were also observed for white 
males of ages 6 to 14. 

The mortality rates for white 
males in 1946 still show a peak at 
age 25, brought about by the rela- 
tively high death rate from accidents 
among men in the armed services. 
The bulge in the curve, however, is 
less than in the previous war years. 
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As compared with a rate of 2.50 per 
1,000 in 1946, the rate in 1944 was 
3.23, while the figure for 1942 was 
only 2.31 per 1,000. 

The greatest contrasts in the mor- 
tality rates, as in the expectation of 
life, are found between white and 
colored females. At ages 15 to 21, 
the rates for the colored are three 
times those for the white, while 
at ages 11 to 45 the ratio is over two 
to one. Such wide differences are 
not found between white and colored 
males at any age, although the latter 
are at a considerable disadvantage 
up to the highest ages. The mor- 
tality among the colored, though 
improving at a rapid rate, still leaves 
ample scope for very sizable reduc- 
tions at every period of life. 

There is good reason to believe 
that with the favorable health con- 
ditions prevailing currently, the lon- 
gevity among the Industrial policy- 
holders will reach a still higher level 
in 1947. 


Divorces Mount to Peak in 1946 


HE long-term upward trend in 

the frequency of divorce in our 
country not only continued, but 
actually accelerated, during the war 
and the early postwar period. It is 
estimated that there were more than 
620,000 divorces granted in the 
United States in 1946, which is more 
than 114 times the number granted 
only two years earlier and almost 
double the figure for 1942. This 
means that the increase in the num- 
ber of divorces in the four years 
between 1942 and 1946 nearly 


equaled the increase from the be- 
ginning of our history until 1942. 
It would be instructive in analyz- 
ing the statistics on this major social 
problem, to know the facts with 
regard to individual States. Unfor- 
tunately, for quite a few of the 
States, data on the annual number 
of divorces are not separately avail- 
able. The Metropolitan Life Insur- 
ance Company through a question- 
naire survey and from other sources, 
has obtained statistical information 
on the number of divorces granted 
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1—Drivorces GRANTED IN SPECIFIED STATES, 1940 To 1946 
(Includes Annulments) 








NuMBER GRANTED 


PERCENT INCREASE 
1946 Since 





1944 


1943 1942 1945 1940 





9,567 

9,390 

2,279 
369 


Connecticut . 
Delaware. . 

District " Columbia. 
Florida...... 

Towa... Saeki 
Maine.. 

Maryland. . 
Massachusetts. . 
Michigan. . sive 
Minnesota............. 
Mississippi............ 
nw le 
Nebraska. . 

Nevada. . 

New Hampshire... 

New Jersey. . iene 
New Mexico........... 
North Carolinat........ 
North Dakota......... 
eee: 
Rhode Island.......... 
South Dakota.......... 
Tennessee............. 
| aS ore 
SAS 
Vermont.............. 
eee 
Wisconsin............. 
Wyoming.............. 


1,247 
19,168 
6,138 
5,300 
2,190 
6,069 
6,430 
18,356 
3,975 


39,900 
1,995 
532 
6,544 
5,326 
1,061 


1,654 1 '330 














16,255 


8,164 
7,093 
2,049 

426 
1,697 


6,358 
9,570 
2,417 
391 
1,735 
12,711 
4,777 
4,300 


214 
156 























Nore—Figures for 1946 are provisional. 
*Data not available. 

tIncludes estimates for courts not reporting. 
tEstimated. 


Source—Questionnaire inquiry by the Statistical Bureau of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 
and U. S. Public Health Service, National Offce of Vital Statistics, Vital Statistics—Special Reports, 


Vol. 23, No. 9. 





in 31 States and the District of 
Columbia for the years 1940-1946; 
for 16 additional States data have 
been gathered for selected counties; 
South Carolina issues no divorces at 
all. The detailed figures appear in 
the accompanying tables. 

Of the States for which data are 
available, Nevada showed the larg- 
est rise between 1940 and 1946. 
The number of divorces there in- 
_creased by practically 300 percent in 
this short period, from almost 5,200 
to 20,550. In at least three addi- 


tional States—New Mexico, Ala- 
bama, and Oregon—the number 
jumped by more than 200 percent. 
At the other end of the scale are four 
States—South Dakota, Montana, 
Virginia, Wyoming—and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, in which the num- 
ber of divorces rose by less than 100 
percent between 1940 and 1946. The 
New England region, the only geo- 
graphic division for which complete 
data are available, reported an in- 
crease of 135 percent during this 
period, about the same as that for 
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the country as a whole. However, in 
the last year, that is, between 1945 
and 1946, the number of divorces 
granted in the New England States 
increased by almost two fifths, well 
above the rise nationally, which 


amounted to about one quarter. In 
fact, Vermont and Maine lead all 
the States for which information is 
known, having increased about three 
fifths between 1946 and 1945. 
Where complete data for States 


TABLE 2—Divorces GRANTED IN SPECIFIED COUNTIES AND CiTIEs 1946, 1945, and 1940 
(Includes Annulments) 








NuMBER GRANTED 





County or City 
1946 | 1945 | 1940 


NumsBer GRANTED 





County or City 
1946 | 1945 | 1940 





Arizona 
COCKB. . .. 22.00 0500.05 0000000. 
PE Cai cba oun headehs eee 
TR as 06:56 005.00 se ne swens 


California 
EPO COT TT ET Cee 
Humboldt. . 


San Bernardino. 

San Diego....... a 
Santa Barthare...... ...0. 2.00. 
eer rere 


Colorado 
ST ee ee 
ET is 55:06 nhene ee ansaid 
PN ins 06 0s:55550008 0s 00% 
nh oo kd aa aeie ee ease 
ES ook anes sa dae ea. scaes 


Georgia 
CN 55 as ekoneeganwesnenb 
| See 
DING SbvGs sacasnanshasn 
| ES cnet ere 


Idaho 
Tre ee 
NES. cn ceca ti ee ckeces 
eich daramnanearaiceed 
ick ktwiud en ne eens 
» Ere ereree” 

Illinois 


WHR 6:05 00 tsn0cence en 694 
Indiana 
Serer ere 
OS Sea 
VaORARONE.....0.0000000000000) Sgnee 

















Kentucky 
. aaa 


Rs on Glog oe bndaee eas 
EES 
SE Sa eer ee 
Louisiana 
NS ced ncckulonuaiaeai sie 
|) RSE 
Missouri 
Ni se altel So 
Mississippi... . 
a aii as lewis akeniee 
ee rrr 
New York 
ECO Te 
NS ak behe.42os ansa-nee 
New York City............. 
OS SEE Er re 
ES iin oe de-on steenwa 
eI isin0-se0ce cece 
Ohio 
RE 5 sk iics tein ora esaerd 
Re 
IE dc Sino dio no-6-eeee 
ES rer err 
Montgomery................ 
eR 
Oklahoma 
NN sic cjaoawe-piercmsou 
REIS reer ween 


Pennsylvania 
ace Kinceakh neckiba-wind 
OO rere 


South Carolinat 
re 
Washington 
Ra bs ti coe on ieee 
Eee 
erent 
West Virginia 
Chins coon 
Fayette.... 
Kanawha. . sae 
ok Saeacekinb ais 
a a hcnlcenl at card delatad 
DN Re pcedes ncaaardnceeed 
. | RE rrr 

















Note—Figures for 1946 are provisional. 
*Estimated. 

}Includes estimate for Calumet City Court. 
tAnnulments only. Divorces are not granted. 


Source—Questionnaire inquiry by the Statistical Bureau of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. 
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are not available, figures for a con- 
siderable number of counties clearly 
indicate that these States, too, were 
swept by the rising tide of divorce. 
Every one of the counties listed in 
Table 2, and others for which data 
have been received but omitted from 
the table because of lack of space, 
show a very material increase in 
divorces granted between 1940 and 
1946. In some counties the rise was 
very marked, as in the county of 
Kootenai, Idaho, where the number 
increased from 140 to 703, a rise of 
400 percent. 

The figures on divorce in this 
article include annulments, but the 
latter constitute only about 4 per- 
cent of the total legal dissolutions 
for the country as a whole. In 
California and New York, however, 
annulments play a much more prom- 
inent role. Thus, in California they 
constitute one seventh of the total 
number of marriages legally dis- 
solved. In New York State they are 
an even larger and a growing pro- 
portion of the total. In 1940, annul- 
ments were about one fifth of the 
marriages legally dissolved in that 
State; by 1946 the proportion had 
risen to one third. In at least two 
large counties in New York the num- 
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ber of annulments exceeds the num- 
ber of divorces in the total of marital 
dissolutions. On the other hand, in 
South Carolina, where marriages can 
be legally dissolved only through 
annulment, even this means is re- 
sorted to only infrequently. It is of 
interest that the legislature of South 
Carolina has recently decided to 
submit to the voters of the State the 
question of lifting the ban against 
divorce. 

There are definite indications that 
the divorce rate in 1947 will be 
materially below the peak estab- 
lished last year. In Reno, Nev., for 
example, it is reported that the 
number of divorces granted in the 
first six months of the current year 
was about 40 percent lower than the 
number granted in the like period of 
last year. Figures for New Jersey, 
Minnesota, and California show a 
similar, though less marked decline. 
There is little reason to believe, how- 
ever, that the long-term upward 
trend in the divorce rate has been 
halted, much less reversed. Our 
country urgently needs to give much 
more attention than it has in the 
past to compose domestic difficulties 
constructively, and to retard the 
grinding of the divorce mills. 
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Comparative Data on the Causes of Death 
Among Industrial Policyholders 


The following table shows the mortality among Industrial policyholders 
for June 1947 and June 1946, together with the death rates for the first six 
months of 1947, 1946, and 1945. 


DeEaTH RaTEs* PER 100,000 PoLicyHOLDERS FRoM SELECTED CAUSES 
WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS 
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
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. *The rates for 1947 and 1946 are subject to slight correction, since they are based on provisional 
estimates of lives exposed to risk. 


{Internationa! List (1940) titles 92, 93 (c), (d), (e), and 95. tLess than 0 05 per 100,000. 


Correspondence on the subjects discussed in these BULLETINS may be 
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Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
1 Madison Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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MORTALITY FROM ALL CAUSES 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT, WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS 


DEATH RATES PER 1,000-ANNUAL BASIS (1946 and 1947 figures ere provisional ) 
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‘(oec) JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 
1946 89 84 84 75 69 72 68 64 65 68 68 7.0 
947 78 #%(7.2 «81 =«179)=«67.5 = =7.0 
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